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Extra Ques�ons with Answers – The Wit that Won Hearts

A. Very Short Answer Ques�ons: 
1. What was the Vijayanagara Empire renowned for?
Ans. Glory, wealth, and cultural achievements.

2. Who was Krishnadeva Raya?
Ans. Krishnadeva Raya was a powerful and wise ruler of the Vijayanagara Empire who ruled from 1509 to 
1529 CE.

3. What was Krishnadeva Raya's literary talent?
Ans. He was a gi�ed poet who wrote works such as Amuktamalyada and Jambava� Parinayam.

4. Name one epic wri�en by Krishnadeva Raya.
Ans. Amuktamalyada.

5. Name the Sanskrit drama associated with Krishnadeva Raya.
Ans. Jambava� Parinayam.

6. What were the eight celebrated poets of Krishnadeva Raya's court called?
Ans. The Ashtadiggajas.

7. Name two poets among the Ashtadiggajas.
Ans. Allasani Peddana and Tenali Ramakrishna.

8. Who was Tenali Ramakrishna?
Ans. Tenali Ramakrishna was a famous poet and wi�y advisor in Krishnadeva Raya's court.

9. What was Tenali Rama famous for?
Ans. Tenali Rama was famous for his quick wit, humour, intelligence, and clever solu�ons.

10. Who was Thirumalambal?
Ans. Thirumalambal was Krishnadeva Raya's queen.

11. Why did the king become angry with the queen?
Ans. The king became angry because she yawned several �mes while he was reci�ng his poem.

12. Why did the queen yawn?
Ans. She was exhausted a�er a �ring day.

13. How did the king interpret the queen's yawning?
Ans. The king wrongly interpreted it as disrespect towards his poem.

14. What did the king do a�er becoming angry?
Ans. The king stormed off, stopped speaking to the queen, and stopped visi�ng her.

Unit 1.1: The Wit that Won Hearts
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15. Whom did the queen ask for help?
Ans. She asked Tenali Rama for help.

16. How did Tenali Rama respond to the queen's problem?
Ans. He listened pa�ently and promised to find a clever solu�on.

17. What was the royal court discussing the next morning?
Ans. The royal court was discussing ways to improve paddy cul�va�on.

18. What did Tenali Rama bring to the court?
Ans. He brought a plateful of paddy seeds.

19. What did Rama claim about the seeds?
Ans. He claimed that the seeds could produce three �mes the current yield.

20. How did the cour�ers react to Rama's claim?
Ans. They were scep�cal and made sarcas�c and humorous comments.

21. What did the king say about the special seeds?
Ans. The king said that such cul�va�on would require special soil, manure, and pest and insect repellents.

22. Where did Rama say the real problem lay?
Ans. He said the real problem lay with the person who sowed the seeds.

23. What would happen if seeds were sown carelessly?
Ans. The seeds would sca�er unevenly and would not produce a good harvest.

24. How did Rama connect yawning with sowing seeds?
Ans. He said that if a person yawned while sowing, the seeds might sca�er unevenly.

25. Who laughed at Rama's clever explana�on?
Ans. The en�re court laughed, and even the king was amused.

26. What did the king realise?
Ans. He realised that yawning was natural and that he had unfairly misunderstood the queen.

27. What did the king do that evening?
Ans. He approached the queen, admi�ed his mistake, and apologised.

28. How did the queen respond?
Ans. She forgave him and agreed to leave the quarrel behind.

29. What did the royal couple give Tenali Rama?
Ans. They gave him valuable gi�s for helping them.

30. What happened to the palace at the end?
Ans. The palace became cheerful again, filled with joy and laughter.
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B. Short Answer Ques�ons:
1. Describe Krishnadeva Raya as a ruler.
Answer: Krishnadeva Raya was a wise, powerful, and successful ruler of the Vijayanagara Empire. He was a 
great warrior as well as a gi�ed poet. He encouraged art, literature, architecture, and learning. His reign is 
remembered as the Golden Era of the empire.

2. What made Tenali Rama a special person in the king's court?
Answer: Tenali Rama was a talented poet, but he was especially famous for his wit and humour. He could find 
clever solu�ons to difficult problems. His intelligence helped him handle sensi�ve situa�ons without hur�ng 
people's feelings. This made him a beloved figure in the king's court.
Q: Why is Krishnadeva Raya's reign called the Golden Era?
A: Krishnadeva Raya's reign is called the Golden Era because art, literature, architecture, and learning greatly 
flourished during his rule.

3. Why did the king and queen quarrel?
Answer: The king had wri�en a poem and wanted to recite it to the queen. The queen was very �red a�er a 
�ring day and yawned several �mes while listening. The king thought that she was disrespec�ng his poem. 
He became angry and stopped speaking to her.

4. Why was the queen distraught?
Answer: The queen was upset because the king had stopped speaking to her and visi�ng her. She had not 
intended to insult his poem. She tried to resolve the problem but failed. Therefore, she sought Tenali Rama's 
help.

5. How did Tenali Rama plan to solve the problem?
Answer: Tenali Rama decided to use a clever and indirect approach. He waited for the right opportunity in 
the royal court. During a discussion about paddy cul�va�on, he introduced the idea of special seeds. He then 
connected the process of sowing seeds with the queen's yawning.

6. Why did Rama bring paddy seeds to the royal court?
Answer: Rama brought the paddy seeds as part of his clever plan to make the king understand his mistake. 
He claimed that they could produce three �mes the normal yield. When the king ques�oned him, Rama 
shi�ed the discussion to the person sowing the seeds. This allowed him to explain that yawning is natural and 
does not mean disrespect.

7. How did Rama make the king understand the truth?
Answer: Rama asked the king what would happen if someone yawned while sowing seeds. He explained that 
the seeds might sca�er unevenly. The court laughed, and the king himself yawned. Rama then pointed out 
that yawning is a natural act, helping the king understand the queen's situa�on.

8. Why was Rama's method be�er than directly cri�cising the king?
Answer: Rama did not openly accuse the king of being wrong. Instead, he used humour and an example from 
farming. This allowed the king to realise his mistake himself without feeling insulted. His clever approach 
successfully solved the quarrel.

9. What mistake did the king realise he had made?
Answer: The king realised that he had misunderstood the queen's yawning. He had assumed that she was 
disrespec�ng his poem when she was actually �red. He also realised that his pride had caused him to 
overreact. He regre�ed trea�ng the queen unfairly.
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10. How did the quarrel between the king and queen end?
Answer: A�er understanding his mistake, the king approached the queen and apologised sincerely. The 
queen accepted his apology and agreed to leave the quarrel behind. She even expressed her willingness to 
listen to his poem. Their rela�onship was restored, and happiness returned to the palace.

11. What quali�es of Tenali Rama are shown in the story?
Answer: Tenali Rama is shown as intelligent, wi�y, humorous, pa�ent, observant, and crea�ve. He listened 
carefully to the queen's problem before ac�ng. He used a clever strategy rather than confronta�on. His 
wisdom helped restore peace between the king and queen.

12. What does the story teach us about misunderstanding others?
Answer: The story teaches us not to judge someone's ac�ons without understanding the reason behind 
them. The king assumed that the queen's yawning was disrespec�ul, but she was simply �red. We should 
communicate clearly and avoid making quick judgements. Understanding others can prevent unnecessary 
conflicts.

C. Long Answer Ques�ons:
1. Describe how Tenali Rama solved the quarrel between Krishnadeva Raya and Thirumalambal.
Ans. Tenali Rama listened pa�ently to the queen's problem and understood that the king had misunderstood 
her yawning. He used a clever plan involving paddy seeds in the royal court. He explained that if a person 
yawned while sowing seeds, they might sca�er unevenly. This made the king realise that yawning was a 
natural act and that the queen had not intended to disrespect him. The king understood his mistake, 
apologised to the queen, and their quarrel was resolved.

2. Give a character sketch of Tenali Rama.
Ans. Tenali Rama was a brilliant poet and a wi�y advisor in Krishnadeva Raya's court. He was intelligent, 
clever, pa�ent, observant, and crea�ve. He had a special ability to solve difficult problems through humour 
and wisdom. When the queen asked for his help, he listened carefully and planned a clever solu�on. He 
avoided directly cri�cising the king and instead used a humorous example to make him understand his 
mistake. His wit and wisdom brought peace and happiness back to the royal family.

3. Describe Krishnadeva Raya's personality as shown in the story.
Ans. Krishnadeva Raya was a powerful, wise, and respected ruler as well as a talented poet. He was fond of 
literature and valued his poetry. However, his pride made him misunderstand the queen's yawning and react 
angrily. Later, he realised that he had judged her unfairly. He accepted his mistake and sincerely apologised 
to her. This shows that although he could be proud and emo�onal, he was also humble enough to admit his 
mistake and correct it.

4. Why is the �tle “The Wit That Won Hearts” suitable for the story?
Ans The �tle is suitable because Tenali Rama used his wit, intelligence, and humour to solve the quarrel 
between the king and queen. His clever plan helped the king understand his mistake without embarrassing 
him. His wit restored peace and happiness in the royal family and won their apprecia�on.

5. What is the main message of “The Wit That Won Hearts”?
Ans. The story teaches us not to make quick judgments about other people's ac�ons. The queen's yawning 
was caused by �redness, but the king wrongly considered it an insult. The story also teaches us to control our 
pride and anger. When we make mistakes, we should have the courage to accept them and apologise. Tenali 
Rama shows that humour, intelligence, and pa�ence can solve difficult problems. Understanding and good 
communica�on can prevent unnecessary misunderstandings.
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6. How did humour help Tenali Rama solve a serious problem?
Ans. The disagreement between the king and queen had con�nued for weeks and had made the queen very 
unhappy. Tenali Rama knew that directly blaming the king might make the situa�on worse. Therefore, he 
used humour and an example related to paddy cul�va�on. His imaginary special seeds caught the king's 
a�en�on. By connec�ng careless sowing with yawning, he made the king laugh and think about the real 
meaning of yawning. The king then understood that the queen had not meant to insult him. Thus, humour 
became a gentle and effec�ve way of resolving the conflict.

D. Value-Based Ques�ons:
1. Was the king right to become angry with the queen? Why or why not?
Ans. No, the king was not right to become angry with the queen. He assumed that her yawning was an insult 
without asking why she was yawning. She was actually �red a�er a long day. He should have tried to 
understand her situa�on before reac�ng. The incident teaches us to avoid making quick judgments.

2. What can we learn from the king's apology?
Ans. We learn that accep�ng our mistakes is a sign of maturity and humility. The king realised that he had 
overreacted and sincerely apologised to the queen. We should not allow pride to stop us from admi�ng 
when we are wrong. A sincere apology can help repair rela�onships.

3. What can students learn from Tenali Rama?
Ans. Students can learn to remain calm and think crea�vely when facing a problem. Tenali Rama did not react 
emo�onally. He listened carefully, observed the situa�on, and found an intelligent solu�on. His example 
shows that humour, pa�ence, and clear thinking can help us overcome difficul�es.

E. Most Important Exam Ques�ons – Answers:
1. How did Tenali Rama solve the quarrel between the king and queen?
Ans. Tenali Rama solved the quarrel through his clever wit and humour. He brought paddy seeds to the royal 
court and claimed that they could produce three �mes the usual yield. He then explained that if a person 
yawned while sowing the seeds, they might sca�er unevenly. When the king himself yawned, Rama reminded 
him that yawning was natural. The king understood that the queen had not intended to disrespect him and 
apologised to her.

2. Write a character sketch of Tenali Rama.
Ans. Tenali Rama was an intelligent, wi�y, humorous, and clever court poet. He was also a wise advisor to 
Krishnadeva Raya. He listened pa�ently to the queen's problem and thought of a crea�ve solu�on. Instead of 
directly cri�cising the king, he used humour to make him understand his mistake. His wisdom and quick 
thinking helped restore peace between the king and queen.

3. Why did the king misunderstand the queen's yawning?
Ans. The king was reci�ng his poem to the queen when she yawned several �mes. She was actually exhausted 
a�er a �ring day. However, the king thought that she was disrespec�ng his poem. He became angry and took 
her natural ac�on personally. Later, Tenali Rama helped him understand the truth.

4. What lesson does the story teach us?
Ans. The story teaches us not to judge others without understanding their situa�on. We should avoid quick 
conclusions and communicate clearly to prevent misunderstandings. It also teaches us to control our pride 
and anger. If we make a mistake, we should have the courage to accept it and apologise.

5. Why is the �tle “The Wit That Won Hearts” appropriate?
Ans. The �tle is appropriate because Tenali Rama used his wit and humour to solve a difficult problem. 
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Instead of arguing with the king, he used a clever example involving paddy seeds and yawning. His 
intelligence helped the king realise his mistake. His successful solu�on restored happiness between the king 
and queen, showing how his wit won their hearts.

6. Describe Krishnadeva Raya's character.
Ans. Krishnadeva Raya was a wise, powerful, and talented ruler. He was a great warrior as well as a gi�ed poet 
and patron of learning. However, in the story, his pride caused him to misunderstand the queen's yawning. 
Later, he realised his mistake and sincerely apologised to her. This shows that he was also humble enough to 
accept his error and correct it.

7. How did humour help Tenali Rama solve the problem?
Ans. Tenali Rama used humour to make the king understand his mistake without directly cri�cising him. He 
gave the example of a person yawning while sowing paddy seeds. This made the king laugh and realise that 
yawning was a natural act. Thus, humour helped him resolve the quarrel peacefully.

8. What did the king realise at the end of the story?
Ans. The king realised that he had wrongly interpreted the queen's yawning as disrespect. He understood 
that she had been �red and had not intended to insult his poem. He also realised that his pride had made him 
overreact. He regre�ed his behaviour and apologised sincerely to the queen.

9. Why did the queen approach Tenali Rama?
Ans. The queen approached Tenali Rama because she was very upset about her quarrel with the king. The 
king had stopped speaking to her and visi�ng her a�er misunderstanding her yawning. She had tried to 
resolve the problem but had failed. Therefore, she sought Tenali Rama's help because of his reputa�on for 
cleverness and wisdom.

F. Extract-Based Ques�ons:
• Extract 1: “The real issue lies not with the seeds themselves but with the person who sows them.”

1. Who said these words?
Ans. Tenali Rama.
2. To whom were these words addressed?
Ans. They were addressed to Krishnadeva Raya.
3. What was the context?
Ans. Rama was discussing his supposed special paddy seeds and their yield.
4. What was Rama actually trying to explain?
Ans. He was preparing to explain that a person's ac�ons can affect the result, just as the queen's yawning 
had been misunderstood.

• Extract 2: “Is there anyone in this world who does not yawn?”
1. Who asked this ques�on?
Ans. Tenali Rama.
2. Why did he ask this ques�on?
Ans. He wanted the king to understand that yawning is a natural act and not necessarily a sign of 
disrespect.
3. What did the king realise?
Ans. He realised that he had wrongly judged the queen.
4. What happened a�er this realisa�on?
Ans. The king apologised to the queen and ended their quarrel.


